
THE ACCOUNTABILITY OF CITIZENS FOR THEIR

First, citizens. The main role of citizen in a democracy is to participate. Examine the options presented and make an
(hopefully) informed choice.

Inclusion of new actors and issues in public spaces; greater cohesion across social groups. Twitter: Jsabex. It is
about the obligation of state institutions, or any other authority with assigned public duties to inform the
public, to explain, justify their decisions and actions information, answerability. Are you and I personally
responsible for our decisions and actions, or are we simply creatures of our environment, "conditioned" to
respond in one way or another to events and challenges? What are you doing to help preserve the great
principles on which this nation and your personal freedoms are based? Assigning and enforcing duties within
home and family, though it may seem stern at first, is kindness to everybody in the long run. In retrospect,
should ordinary citizens who are stakeholders in the process of development be concerned with the setback in
economic growth projection? Accountability describes the relation between state institutions and people,
private sector affected by their decisions. Every one can, at many times, perform, to the state, useful services;
and he, who steadily pursues the road of patriotism, has the most inviting prospect of being able, at some
times, to perform eminent ones. This topic has been a ddlgn learning priority of  In any event, once it got
under way and the welfare state grew, the sense of citizens' responsibility and rugged individualism
deteriorated. Many methods for citizens to participate in claiming accountability have evolved since the s.
Religion teaches that there exist natural laws; and that if individuals try to ignore those natural laws, they find
themselves in peril, individually and as a society. Under their system, the roles of the various levels of
government would be minimal and would not unnecessarily intrude into the day-to-day lives of the citizens. It
is not money that can induce citizens to labor and sacrifice for the common good. A solid accountability
architecture implies working with multiple actors and institutions balanced support and facilitating linkage
building among them, for greater leverage of their claims. The Constitution has functioned well, most of the
time, because conscientious men and women have given it flesh. Similarly, when public officials, including
the President, ministers, Members of Parliament, Governors, ambassadors, Directors General, and mayors are
elected by citizens or appointed to office by relevant authorities, they all have a duty to remain accountable to
the ordinary citizen who works tirelessly to pay their wages and to contribute to the development of this
nation. It applies to national as well as subnational levels, which need to be connected. Increased civic and
political knowledge; a greater sense of empowerment and agency. Of all social institutions, formerly the
family was most active and successful in teaching young people their responsibilities. Consultations and
feedback Several scholars have argued that public consultations and feedback are some of the many ways to
engage the ordinary citizen in decision-making. Once upon a time, this sense of responsibility was diffused
throughout the American nation. And it is about the right and responsibility of the citizens to access
information, get explanations, to check, and to pass judgement on the conduct of those with public
responsibilities. If it drains away, the consequences will be dreary. A time comes, in the course of events,
when abruptly there is a most urgent need for men and women ready to fulfill high and exacting and
dangerous responsibilities. To do that, we must be able and willing to engage in the decision-making processes
that affect our lives on a daily basis. Perhaps the best way to renew responsibility in American society is to
assume responsibilities one's self. Greater access to state services and resources; greater realisation of rights;
enhanced state responsiveness and accountability Inclusive and cohesive societies. And it needs mechanisms
for sanctioning misbehaviour enforceability , e. Involving such citizens in accountability initiatives calls for
particularly innovative and far-reaching participatory processes. This requires a political system, which ideally
is providing space for citizen participation and consultation, an independent, pluralistic media, effective
parliaments and independent oversight bodies. In the family, as well as in the school, the imagination and the
intellect can be introduced to the literature of responsibility - for such does exist, and young people are much
taken with this literature if they have not already been absorbed into a juvenile "counter-culture. The
fundamental impulse to accept responsibilities and perform duties, in every society, has been religious in
origin. At the same time, the influence of school teachers and of the clergy in perpetuating this strong sense of
responsibility has diminished. What follows, if we are to judge by the history of fallen civilizations, is
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described by Albert Jay Nock in his book Memoirs of a Superfluous Man : " And what is even more
important, what is their role in putting us back on course? Behind the outward forms of American political
structure lie the old convictions that citizens have duties toward a Creator and toward other members of the
society, and that a just government must recognize moral law. They cluster the positive outcomes of citizen
engagement into four main categories. Government is the people's creation, not their master. They found that
three quarters of the examples of citizen engagement reported in their case studies had a positive outcome
which was included in one of these categories. But since the Second World War particularly, the American
family has been weakened by economic changes, both parents being gainfully employed often to pay for
increases of taxation, in large part , the triumph of the television set over family conversations, the influence of
periodicals read by young people, and a considerable range of challenges to parental authority - many times
encouraged by judicial decisions and actions of the education establishment.


