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Goal of Academic Writing: Why do students have to write papers? The truth is Some assignments will have a
pre-determined purpose (see the examples above ); for other Make sentences shorter by dividing them or longer by
combining.

Throughout this process, the essay title is the single immovable feature. They will be reading and marking
many, many student essays. You begin there; you end there; and everything in between needs to be placed in
relation to that title. When in doubt about any aspect of your reading for the essay, or about your writing, the
first step is to go back and consult the essay title. Alternately, it might be significant to a certain geographical
region. Buckingham: Open University Press. The part of a paragraph that helps you move fluidly from the last
paragraph. However, even in those essays that appear to be highly creative, unscientific, or personal, an
argument of some kind is being made. Fluid structures You may feel that, for your particular essay, structures
like these feel too rigid. It may be possible to use only one paragraph for your introduction, but it may fall
more easily into two or more. The essay is used as a form of assessment in many academic disciplines, and is
used in both coursework and exams. Realistically, it is possible that they may even decide not to make that
effort. The study guide What is critical writing? Brief recap The characters of Macbeth and Faustus are very
similar in many respects; for example they both willingly follow a path that leads to their damnation. Editing
Finally, you need to take a break from your essay so that you can return to it with fresh eyes for the final
editing. The lengths of paragraphs; the lengths of sentences; the neatness of the reference list; the balance of
length between different sections; all offer insight into the kind of essay they are about to read. Some
instructors expect you not to say anything new in your conclusion. There are several generic structures that
can help you start to think about your essay structure e. Establishing a relevant structure to support your
argument All essays need structure. Attending closely to the title The most important starting point is to listen
carefully to what the essay title is telling you. You may wish to create a more flexible or fluid structure. The
parts of a paragraph that prove the main idea. You will need to adapt and extend this basic structure to fit with
your own discipline and the precise task set. What reading do I need to do? The structure you choose needs to
be one that will be most helpful to you in addressing the essay title. For example, your argument might be
significant to studies of a certain time period. In these early stages of your thinking you may not be sure which
of your ideas you want to follow up and which you will be discarding. Three, answer the question. It can be a
way of making a lot of progress quite quickly. Begin with a general point Dr Faustus and Macbeth are both
plays that show their respective playwrights at the pinnacle of their careers. An iterative, not necessarily a
linear process The process of essay planning and writing does not need to be a linear process, where each
stage is done only once. This practice is now widely accepted where it makes good sense. It would be rare,
however, to find a symphony that was without structure or pattern of any kind; it would probably not be
satisfactory either to play or to listen to. You need to read every single word of it, and to squeeze out as much
guidance you can from the title. And over-long paragraphs tend to demonstrate that you are not clear about the
specific points you are making. They will not want to pull your essay to pieces. Explains the significance of
the argument. The structure may be strong and clear, or it may be unobtrusive and minimal but, in a good
essay, it will be there. If left unplanned, the reading stage can swallow up huge amounts of time.


