
ETHNIC CLEANSING KOSOVO

The enforced deportations are bringing the Serbs closer to their goal of ethnically cleansing Kosovo of its 2 million
Albanian inhabitants.

In the Serbian Orthodox Church ordered its clergy to compile data on the ongoing problems of Serbs in
Kosovo , seeking to pressure the government in Belgrade to do more to protect the interests of Serbs there.
Background Kosovo in Tito's Yugoslavia â€” This section possibly contains original research. Two leaders
who were on opposing sides in the war that left thousands of Kosovar civilians killed, tens of thousands of
homes burned and destroyed, more than a million people expelled and displaced â€” and which ended only
after Nato intervened â€” would have suddenly conquered their hatreds and enmities for the sake of a better
future for their people. The town of Mitrovica stands on the border between the two ethnic groups, straddling
the Ibar river. Elements of the KLA are also responsible for post-conflict attacks on Serbs, Roma, and other
non-Albanians, as well as ethnic Albanian political rivals Tensions between Albanians and Serbs in Kosovo
continued into the 21st century. In addition to all this, the worsening state of Kosovo's economy made the
province a poor choice for Serbs seeking work. Yugoslavia underwent a period of economic and political
crisis in , as a massive government program of economic reform widened the gap between the rich north and
poor south of the country. Kosovo's borders did not precisely match the areas of ethnic Albanian settlement in
Yugoslavia significant numbers of Albanians remained in the Socialist Republic of Macedonia , Montenegro
and Serbia. Janjic also appears to enjoy the respect of ethnic Serbs and ethnic Albanians in Kosovo. Demaci
himself was imprisoned in along with many of his followers. Nato was last week concerned enough to move
more of its 17, troops in Kosovo northward and, if violence breaks out, they may be joined by up to British
troops. The Albanians know they will get it anyway. Milosevic accused Mr. That is a reference to an ethnic
Serb politician from northern Kosovo who was widely praised for demonstrating cooperation and tolerance in
divided times before he was gunned down in North Mitrovica in January. Their expulsion was ethnic
cleansing, made irreversible by the Congress of Berlin. Serbian special police and, eventually, Yugoslav
armed forces attempted to reassert control over the region. Janjic has therefore drawn fire from some local
media and nationalists on both sides. In ; French media outlet; France24 released a classified UN document
written in which documented the crimes. This land swap would result in fewer Serbs living in Kosovo and
fewer Albanians in Serbia. Their forces are no match for the Serbian army. In a number of Albanians went on
trial in Kosovo on charges of espionage and subversion. These were mainly girls recruited to cook for the
soldiers rather than to actually fight. To this total must be added three important categories of victims: 1 those
buried in mass graves whose locations are unknown, 2 what the ICTY reports is a significant number of sites
where the precise number of bodies cannot be counted, and 3 victims whose bodies were burned or destroyed
by Serbian forces. Many health care facilities were used as protective cover for military activities; NGOs
report the destruction by Serbian forces of at least clinics, pharmacies, and hospitals. Despite the venerable
status of the Visoki Decani monastery it was built in the 14th century and has been a protected heritage site for
decades , its abbot does not speak for the Serbian Orthodox Church. He claimed they would not be deterred by
the presence of Nato peacekeepers in Kosovo. Sporadic violence occurred, as when anti-Serb riots broke out
in March in numerous cities and towns in the Kosovo region. The majority of them were 16 and 17 years old.
In fact they have not been helpful to anyone. In February Kosovo declared its independence from Serbia
Yugoslavia had ceased to exist in , giving way to the federation of Serbia and Montenegro, which itself
dissolved in  Some of her fellow Serbs are pinning their hopes on the government in Belgrade riding to their
rescue. As much as 50 percent of the population may be without documentation. Rape is most likely an
underreported atrocity because of the stigma attached to the victims in traditional Kosovar Albanian society.
Talks to find a political solution to the future of the region collapsed last week, eight years after Nato
intervened to end violence that left more than 2, dead. Here are mine. The Yugoslav and Serbian forces
responded with a ruthless counteroffensive and engaged in a program of ethnic cleansing. Another round of
robbery occurred as Serbian forces stole from fleeing Kosovars as they crossed the border to Montenegro,
Albania, or Macedonia. This document is a follow-up to the U. The riots claimed some 30 lives and resulted in
the displacement of more than 4, Serbs and other minorities. Student demonstrations and riots in Belgrade in
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June spread to Kosovo in November, but Yugoslav security forces quelled them. As a child, I would watch his
tearful eyes and hear his deep voice trembling while he recalled a night in when he, his father and his elder
brother had to leave their house and pastry shop in the town of Pravishte â€” now Eleftheroupoli, in eastern
Greece. Part 3: Annotated Web Site 64 KB Ethnic Cleansing in Kosovo: An Accounting is a new chapter in
our effort to document the extent of human rights and humanitarian law violations in Kosovo, and to convey
the size and scope of the Kosovo conflict. All this will become Albanian land some day," she said. Milosevic
and his supporters appear to be staking their careers on a strategy of confrontation with the Kosovo ethnic
Albanians".


