
GOOD COLLEGE ESSAY THESIS STATEMENTS

This handout describes what a thesis statement is, how thesis statements work Writing in college often takes the form of
persuasionâ€”convincing others that you The rest of the paper, the body of the essay, gathers and organizes evidence
that If your thesis contains words like â€œgoodâ€• or â€œsuccessful,â€• see if you could be .

Normally you will continue to refine your thesis as you revise your argument s , so your thesis will evolve and
gain definition as you obtain a better sense of where your argument is taking you. However, a solid thesis
statement will help keep you in check. Your thesis statement should tell your reader what the paper is about
and also help guide your writing and keep your argument focused. Good: The internet serves as a means of
expediently connecting people across the globe, fostering new friendships and an exchange of ideas that
wouldn't have occurred prior to its inception. It should tell what you plan to argue, and it should "telegraph"
how you plan to argueâ€”that is, what particular support for your claim is going where in your essay. Bad:
High levels of alcohol consumption are bad for you. What does it signify? Here are six more thesis statement
examples for you to consider: Bad: Everyone should exercise. Anson, Chris M. The St. Example of a stronger
thesis: Peanut butter and jelly sandwiches are fun to eat because they always slide around. An admission essay
for a business school that asks a student to connect a personal experience to the program could be: "I decided
to apply to the Wharton School after I spent a summer working at McDonalds. You write: While both sides
fought the Civil War over the issue of slavery, the North fought for moral reasons while the South fought to
preserve its own institutions. The rest of the paper, the body of the essay, gathers and organizes evidence that
will persuade the reader of the logic of your interpretation. Of course, for the essay itself to be successful, you
must now present evidence from the novel that will convince the reader of your interpretation. Bad: Organ
donors should be financially compensated. Ramage, John D. Without the why, you probably have only come
up with an observationâ€”that there are, for instance, many different metaphors in such-and-such a
poemâ€”which is not a thesis. Position: A thesis statement always belongs at the beginning of an essay.
Hopefully, the answer is yes. Be very careful you're not developing a topic that is of interest to you alone. It
does contain at least two clauses, usually an independent clause the opinion and a dependent clause the
reasons. Thesis Statements What this handout is about This handout describes what a thesis statement is, how
thesis statements work in your writing, and how you can craft or refine one for your draft. Check out our
handout on understanding assignments for more information. First, it allows the reader to get excited about
what, specifically, is coming their way. If you complicate your thesis by anticipating the counterargument,
you'll strengthen your argument, as shown in the sentence below. The reader would react to this statement by
thinking, "Perhaps what the author says is true, but I am not convinced. In order to ensure accurate reporting,
journalists must understand the real significance of the statistics they report. Typically, however, it is only one
concise sentence. A thesis statement is powerful on two fronts. The thesis will inevitably change as you revise
and develop your ideasâ€”and that is ok! Revised thesis: Not just empty stories for kids, fairy tales shed light
on the psychology of young children. If your thesis and the body of your essay do not seem to go together, one
of them has to change. Please do not use this list as a model for the format of your own reference list, as it may
not match the citation style you are using. A good, standard place for your thesis statement is at the end of an
introductory paragraph, especially in shorter page essays. See similar articles. Examples Suppose you are
taking a course on 19th-century America, and the instructor hands out the following essay assignment:
Compare and contrast the reasons why the North and South fought the Civil War. This thesis statement begs
the question of how? Lunsford, Andrea A.


